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2012 – a summer to remember! Jubilee parties, the
Olympic Torch coming to Shropshire, a Royal event
at Cosford on 12 July, the Olympic games …. despite
the wobbly Euro and the general air of gloom
surrounding the recession, there have never been
more reasons to get out, meet your neighbours and
join the celebrations.

At the time of the Silver Jubilee I was living on the
edge of Shrewsbury and our cul-de-sac organised a
street party and dressed all the houses with flags,
followed by a community bonfire with fireworks, on a nearby field. There are
houses built on that land now but I still get a warm feeling remembering
everyone coming together for a jolly time with the neighbours – some of whom
we hardly knew.

So, if you find yourself connecting with people and want to make that feeling
last, this edition of BUZZ is packed with ideas about how you can be the
difference you want to see in your community.

Have a great summer.
Julia Baron
Chief Executive
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A major event looking at the role of physical activity in the lives of
older people was held recently, when the Preventative Services team
of Shropshire RCC hosted the ‘Upright and Active’ conference at the
prestigious Education Centre at the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital. 
The day was developed as part of a physical activity project
supported by a Sports England grant, and explored the role of
physical activity and ways to reduce the risk of falls in older people.

Daphne Simmons, Team Manager for Preventative Service commented
“We were delighted to attract eminent and nationally recognised
specialist speakers Professor Dawn Skelton and Dr Len Almond at
this event, with a local perspective from Dr Shu Ho, Consultant in
Geriatrics at the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital.”

This was a popular event with a variety of partners attending,
including independent exercise providers, physiotherapists, falls
prevention practitioners and  people from voluntary sector
organisations which  offer exercise classes and support in isolated
areas.

Delegates said that they particularly valued the opportunity to hear
national guest speakers,  and it was useful to hear international
experts explain the new Guidelines on Physical Activity for Older
People.  People also welcomed the chance to ask questions and to
bring themselves up to speed on current research.

The conference closed with the opportunity for guests to network
over lunch.

Upright & Active Conference

Eagle eyed readers will have already spotted that the
Community Council of Shropshire has become “Shropshire
RCC”, and if you are a member, you will know that this was a
decision taken at our AGM and effective from 1 April.  
So why now?  

Most people probably think that we have always had the same
name but, in fact, for our first 10 years the organisation was
called “The Shropshire Council for Social Services”.  The name
was changed in 1971 to avoid confusion with the Local
Authority – and this is the reason for changing again now.

Through our work, and being next door to Shropshire Council
on the Business Park, we find ourselves increasingly confused
with Shropshire Council – and though we do many things, we
cannot get the street lights sorted out and we aren’t
responsible for bin collections!

The new name comes from being one of 38 Rural Community
Councils (RCCs) throughout England and focuses on
Shropshire rather than Council.  Our services remain the same
and our brand image has also been retained so that confusion
is kept to a minimum.

What’s in a name (change)?
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Does your village have plans for a great project – but all it
needs is a financial kickstart?

A campaign is now being promoted in Shropshire which
could help to get it off the ground. 

Experts from across the UK convened in Shrewsbury
recently to help local people keen to set up enterprising
schemes like shops, pubs, and transport initiatives to help
reverse the trend of rural decline in their community. 

The Village SOS roadshow marked the start of the second
round of Village SOS funding, managed by the Big Lottery
Fund, which could save or launch a much-needed service in
their village.

Village SOS will be looking to award grants of between
£10,000 and £50,000 (including VAT) for truly enterprising
and original community projects. 

It will fund projects based in communities that have: 

• A population of 3,000 people or less. The organisation 
that submits the application must be local to the 
community and will be:

• A voluntary and community group or organisation such
as a charity, village committee, association, trust, 
co-operative, social enterprise, or

• A parish or town council, providing local residents have
clearly shaped the project.

Some or all of your costs can be met for the first year of
your enterprise but the programme cannot contribute
funding towards projects that will cost more than
£100,000.

What to do next? You can apply through the Village SOS
website by going to www.villagesos.org.uk

When is the deadline? Your application must reach Village
SOS by 2pm on Wednesday 12 September 2012.

Does your village need
SOS help?

Supporting a rural revival
Volunteers from Neenton are on course to reopen their local pub
as a community-owned venture following help from Shropshire
RCC. 

The Pheasant closed in 2006 and was subsequently flooded in
2009. A community survey identified widespread support for
reopening the pub and at a parish meeting in 2011 the
community unanimously agreed to take a project forward. Since
then, the Neenton Community Society was formed and accessed
support from Shropshire RCC, Shropshire Council and the local
housing association to develop the venture.

A community event, Pheasant Day, was held in May 2012 to
launch the project and fifty local people bought community
shares.

Group chair John Pickup explains that “the help we have
received from Shropshire RCC staff has been simply invaluable.
They've helped a handful of people with minimal experience of
community action shape an ambitious but urgent idea about
regenerating a dying village. They've guided us in engaging the
community and pointed us towards sources of grants and other
vital assistance.  It's hard to envisage how we could have
developed the project to the point we have without their
practical assistance and sound advice”.

If you have been inspired by Neenton’s story, Shropshire RCC
could help you get your idea off the ground. Contact the Rural
Services Team on 01743 237882.
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Damion Smith (left) and Toby Mason at the Bell Inn, Tong

A new chapter for 
Wheels to Work
Shropshire RCC is delighted to report its success in securing funding to deliver
the Wheels to Work service from 2012-2015. The funding has been awarded by
Shropshire Council and Telford & Wrekin Council to enable our charity to build a
sustainable service to support people from across the county into work. 

‘We will use the funding to make improvements to the service and the way it is
funded for the future. We will ensure our service continues to meet the needs of
people seeking work and also the rural employers that struggle to recruit and
retain staff due to transport difficulties’ explains Maxine Betts, Head of Rural
Services at Shropshire RCC. ‘Our funding will taper down over the next three
years so we will be developing an ambitious programme of fundraising and
sponsorship activities to ensure W2W continues long into the future’. 

Wheels of Industry
Many rural businesses struggle to recruit staff and
transport is often the main reason behind this. One
example is the Bell Inn at Tong. The nearby village
has a very small population which means the pub
must attract staff from further afield in Shropshire
and Telford. Wheels to Work has helped three
employees take up jobs at the Bell Inn.

Licensed Retail manager Sarah Baker explains that
‘many of the roles at the pub involve split shifts
which make it difficult if you are reliant on public
transport. Many of our employees are youngsters
working part time around their studies and they
simply can‘t afford their own car. Having a Wheels
to Work moped gives them independence and
greater flexibility about the shifts they 
are able to do’.

On the Road to
Success…
The high cost of owning a car and the limitations of
public transport often mean that unemployed
people are trapped in a cycle of ‘no money, no
transport, no job, no money…’

For Mel Steele, holding down two jobs meant relying
on taxis. “Public transport didn’t fit with my shift
patterns and keeping both jobs going would have
meant spending most of my wages on taxis. The
moped loan enabled me to maintain both jobs and I
have now been able to buy my own moped at the
end of my loan period,” she said.

Forty people like Mel are using a Wheels to Work
moped, which are environmentally friendly, simple
to operate and cheap to run. W2W also has a fleet
of battery assisted and pedal bicycles.

Shropshire RCC helping a client to get transport sorted out
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A loan shark is someone who lends cash without
a valid consumer credit license.  They appear
friendly and helpful – until you can’t pay. And
anyone can be a victim.

Staff at Shropshire RCC are being trained by the
Illegal Money Lending Team to help us prevent
more people becoming the victim of a loan
shark.  The training is in partnership with West
Midlands Illegal Money Lending (IML) Team, who
investigate illegal money lending and related
offences such as violence, blackmail, drugs
offences, threats, kidnap and even rape. 

For more information or help contact the IML
team on 00300 555 2222 or Shropshire RCC on
01743 341995.

What is a loan shark?

A panel of experts in the fields of family poverty and
affordable warmth will address a county conference this
autumn.

The Shropshire RCC ‘Warmer Winter’ event will be held on
28th September at Craven Arms Community Centre from
9am – 1pm and will look at the effects of fuel poverty on
the lives of local families and individuals.

A household is said to be in fuel poverty if it needs to
spend more than 10% of its income on heating the home.
Shropshire is known to have a high rate of fuel poverty as
many rural homes are off the gas-grid network and are
poorly insulated - therefore more costly to heat.

The conference will be opened by Philip Dunne MP, 
who has supported Shropshire RCC’s initiatives to 
improve the quality of life for residents living in his 
south Shropshire constituency, such as our Oil Buying
Scheme and the work of our volunteer ‘Affordable 
Warmth Champions’.

Clive Leworthy of Shropshire RCC commented: “We 
are pleased to have secured such an impressive 
range of speakers, who will give a powerful 
insight into the impact of 
fuel poverty and will look 
at the work being 
undertaken by organisations 
and volunteers across 
Shropshire.

Fuel Poverty: focus on families
“Anyone working in the field of health, housing,
education, family wellbeing and community work will 
benefit from attending the free event and early booking is
recommended.”

Guest speakers will include: Dr Kevin Lewis, Director of
Preventative Health  Programmes, Shropshire Primary Care
Trust, Graham Whitham, Poverty Policy Advisor, Save the
Children, Paul Sutton, Executive Director, South Shropshire
Housing Association, Hilary Knight, Deputy Chief
Executive, Age UK Shropshire Telford & Wrekin.

Our Chief Executive Julia Baron will brief the conference
on Shropshire RCC’s work to help alleviate fuel poverty
and leading local activist, Jon Cooke, will talk about the 

activities carried out by volunteers like him to raise 
awareness of energy efficiency measures used to 
combat fuel poverty.

The conference is funded by Calor Ltd through the
Future of Rural Energy Europe Programme. 

Early booking is recommended as spaces 
are limited. Email  clive.leworthy@
shropshire-rcc.org.uk or call 
0779 1260888 to reserve your place.

Philip Dunne MP
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A helping hand 
for new volunteers
Everyone remembers the anxiety of their first day at school or in a new
job, and starting a new role as a volunteer is no different.  To tackle
this, and help volunteers settle in quickly, a new initiative to give a
helping hand has been set up by Shropshire RCC and Oswestry
Community Action.

The ‘Volunteer Buddies’ scheme is in response to the increasing number
of enquiries from people needing extra support to become volunteers. 

Buddies are paired with a new volunteer and provide them with
informal, friendly and practical support. This might include answering
their questions about volunteering, joining them on their first volunteer
day or driving them to their activity.

‘It’s always hard to start something new and help to build their
confidence as a volunteer can make all the difference to whether people
stay or move on to something else. Volunteer Buddies use their own
experience to help provide the moral and practical support a volunteer
needs to help them get involved,’ explains Steve Jones, Shropshire RCC
Volunteering Coordinator.

The project aims to recruit new people as Buddies but also will work
within voluntary and community groups to train their existing
volunteers to support newcomers in the role.

‘Seeing a new volunteer flourish in their role can be a satisfying
experience for the Buddy and also helps them develop their own skills in
mentoring others,’ explains Steve. 

If you are interested in becoming a Buddy or your organisation would
like to find out more about training their own volunteers to become
Buddies, contact Steve Jones on 01743 237877 or
steve.jones@shropshire-rcc.org.uk

Making a 
difference 
for the hard 
of hearing

Meet Chris Mennan, a volunteer within the Sensory Resources and
Development Service (SRDS) team. About eight years ago he woke up to
find he couldn’t hear from his left ear. While attending a local audiology
department, a staff member mentioned volunteering with SRDS at
Shropshire RCC. He says this changed his life…

“My journey as a volunteer began with training for the Effective Hearing
Programme (EHP). It prepared me for visiting the hard of hearing at
home and helping to run EHP days. At an EHP day in Wellington, to my
great surprise, the Audiology Manager at Telford asked me if I would like
to help out at the open clinics in Telford. 

“Now I volunteer for two hours a week at the Repair Clinic where I see
approximately 50 people. My role involves assessing someone’s hearing
aid problems and either sorting them out or finding the right person to
do so. I have just one rule for those who come to the clinic - no one
leaves without a laugh!”

Becoming a volunteer gave Chris new skills, greater confidence and
opened up new opportunities for meeting people.  

This is just one of the many volunteering opportunities available at
Shropshire RCC. Visit our website or call 01743 360641 for more
information.

Shropshire RCC is on the lookout for community groups that
are keen to use digital technology in their work. 

Get Shropshire Online was established in 2011 with support
from UK Online Centres to recruit volunteers, businesses,
schools and other organisations to help people learn how to
use the internet and develop IT skills. 

The new chapter of the project will help community groups
learn how to use digital technology to promote their work or
deliver their activities in a different way. Digital technology
includes computers, the internet, mobile phones, digital
television and digital cameras.

Could your group . . .

. . . reach more people by having a website, or by using 
social media channels such as Twitter or Facebook?

. . . train more people by developing courses or 
demonstrations that can be accessed via the internet by 
using video sharing websites such as YouTube?

. . . bring your members together by helping them 
to use their mobile phone to keep in touch? 

. . . help your service users to live more independently by 
using smart phone applications to access information 
and support?

. . . raise funds by using online fundraising sites or text 
giving?

. . . share minutes of meetings or other documents more 
easily within your committee by using an online file 
sharing tool such as Dropbox?

If the answer is ‘yes’, contact Get Shropshire Online Project
Officer, Lisa Darkin, to discuss how we can help your group
and its members develop the knowledge and skills to make
the most of digital technology.

“If you want to do something, and you think digital
technology might help you do it better, we want to hear from
you” explains Lisa.

Contact Lisa on 01743 342177 
or lisa.darkin@shropshire-rcc.org.uk

Could technology make a difference to your work?



“A vital lifeline making a big difference” was how the new
Shropshire RCC Carers Appeal was launched at the Albright Hussey
near Shrewsbury.

The two course dinner was preceded by presentations outlining
the work of the Carers Support Service and urging the 60 invited

guests to get behind the fundraising campaign
and give it their support.

The Guest of honour for the evening was the
High Sheriff of Shropshire, Mr Richard Burbidge,
who launched the appeal with some hard-hitting
comments: “Carers don’t choose to become carers –
it is something which happens to them and usually
without any warning. Many feel they are doing just

what anyone else would in the same situation;
looking after their mother, son, or best friend and
getting on with it.”

“And carers in Shropshire have even more challenges.
There are fewer services available and they are
harder to get to.  Even everyday tasks such as food
shopping can be a struggle.  Do you take the person
you care for with you or do you find someone to
look after them while you are gone?  And suppose

you don’t drive or have health problems yourself –
who can you turn to for help?”

Other speakers on the night
were Julia Baron, Chief Executive
of Shropshire RCC and Linda Wyke
who gave a moving presentation
about life caring for her son.
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Launching the appeal (clockwise from left): Celia MacIntyre, Martin
Wood, Richard Burbidge, Julia Baron and Maureen Bradley

Shropshire RCC
staff members Sue
Homden and Gail

Bonella-Foster 
at the launch



Shrewsbury Town Crier, Martin Wood summoned everyone to
dinner and said Grace, but later surprised everyone when he also
spoke about his life caring for his wife Sue, who contracted
meningitis as a child which left her in a wheelchair.  

Richard Burbidge brought the presentations to a close by saying
“Any one of us could become a carer at any time, statistically 3
out of 5 of us will – and it could be you.  Everyone says what a
wonderful place Shropshire is to live in, and it is.  Let’s get
Shropshire behind this campaign.  
Tell your friends and family, your
workplace colleagues and business
contacts about this really important
appeal run by a Shropshire charity for
Shropshire people.  Tell them how this
charity helps carers, and how they can
help to ensure this service is there for
you and your family when caring
affects your life. “

A promise auction and donations on
the night raised over £3,500 to kick
start the appeal.
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Shropshire RCC has recently appointed a new
Community Fundraiser to support the Carers
Appeal, which is aiming to raise £50,000 by
Christmas.  

Elodie Home formerly worked for Macmillan
Cancer Support as Fundraising Manager
before taking a short career break to have
children.  Elodie brings a wealth of
fundraising experience to this new and
demanding role and is looking to encourage
local people, groups, companies and schools
to help collect money for this vital cause.

Elodie said, “In this, the 50th year of the
Community Council, we are focusing on
carers with our Shropshire RCC Carers Appeal.
This is a very exciting challenge for me and
such a worthy cause for people to get
involved with.  We are asking local people to
get behind our fundraising appeal and
support in any way they can – for example by
taking part in one of our events or
organising one of their own, or by
volunteering with us,  or simply by donating
to our Appeal.  I am available to give talks
to local Shropshire groups and schools and
would love to talk about the vital work of the
Carers Support Services and spread the word
about the fantastic work that they do for
local carers. “

One of Elodie’s first tasks was to organise a
“Coffee for Carers” campaign and coffee
mornings will be taking place all over the
County during Carers Week at the end of
June.  If you would like to join in, call now
for a registration pack on 01743 237888The sponsors of the Appeal (left to right) Nick Jones, St James Place Wealth Management;

Andy Malpass, Whittingham Riddell; High Sheriff Richard Burbidge; Gareth Evans,
Handelsbanken; with Elodie Home, Shropshire RCC appeal fundraiser.

Richard Burbidge, High Sheriff
of Shropshire

Elodie Home
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Sports Charity looking for applications
from Shropshire based projects
sported., a charity founded by Sir Keith Mills, is looking for
organisations in Shropshire who need support and funding.
To be eligible, your project needs to be using sport to have
a positive community or social impact, be engaging with
young people aged 11 – 25, and working within
disadvantaged communities. 

Services offered by sported. include support with building
capacity of the applicant group and a main grants
programme with an average grant of £7,000. Successful
applicants receive support delivered by experienced
volunteer business mentors, with a range of corporate and
voluntary sector experience, followed by access to the
main grants programme. Funding and support aims to
improve the sustainability of the organisation as well as
making the service provided more professional. 

Membership of sported. is free and gives access to other
exclusive services: 

l Online Resources and Factsheets  
l Small Grants Programme (up to £2,000) 
l Experts Team 
l Regional Training and events 
l National Conferences 

An application form to join and further information is
available on www.sported.org.uk/your-region/west-
midlands or by contacting John Ellery, West Midlands
Regional Manager on 07901339336 or
j.ellery@sported.org.uk.

Shropshire
welcomes
Olympic torch
Shropshire people enjoyed a once in a lifetime
experience when the Olympic Flame passed through
the county at the end of May.

Inspirational people of all ages were chosen to carry
the Olympic torch as part of a relay ahead of the
2012 Games.  A 17-year-old carer from Shrewsbury
was one of them.  Sarah looks after both her parents
- primarily her mother who has multiple sclerosis.

The Shropshire RCC Carers Support Service arranged
an accessible space for carers to watch and welcome
the torch bearer. 

Photographs above by Tony Adams
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Three cheers for

Up and down the land people are
dusting off their picnic tables,
baking cakes and hanging bunting
in preparation for a summer of
celebration – and why not!  How
often in a lifetime do we have
events like the Olympics and the
Queen’s Jubilee happening in such
quick succession?

Shropshire is no different  and all
around the county, village halls,
schools,  WI groups  and local
residents are gearing up to join in
the fun.  With the pace of life so
busy, it’s rare to have the chance to meet
up with your neighbours and collective
occasions build the fabric of communities
that we value and cherish so much.  So
how can we make it last and create a
legacy of community life?

“Growing communities” and sharing the
learning with a wider audience, is at the
heart of the work undertaken by the staff
and volunteers at Shropshire Rural
Community Council (RCC).

Shropshire RCC  runs a network of
volunteers in rural areas around the
county, who recognise and support
members of the community that live alone
and cannot easily get out and about. Over
in Minsterly, Cynthia Thomas isn’t quite
sure how she would manage without the
lovely volunteers who take her to hospital
appointments and the supermarket.  “This
service means everything to me” says the

80 year old who is one of dozens of
Minsterly residents who have come to
depend on their Good Neighbours.
Undertaking tasks like grass cutting,
changing library books or collecting
prescriptions can be the catalyst for
providing a regular contact and keeping
people in touch with the wider world.
Often the volunteers are drivers
and can take people to visit
friends or go shopping, and
everyone needs a little company
from time to time. 

At the “Village SOS” conference
hosted by the RCC in Shrewsbury
recently, Cheswardine outlined
how their community came
together to create a shop for
their village.  After many hours of
planning, hard work and
meetings, they now have a tiny

shop attached to their pub.
But more than somewhere to
sell basic supplies (and vast
quantities of sweets to the
local school children), this is
a community hub of
information and
volunteering opportunities
as well as supporting the
local bakery.  Young people
have had the opportunity to
undertake community work
for their Duke of Edinburgh
Award scheme, and even the
people in the local
residential home have been
included.  It’s humbling to

realise that, for some, the only choice they
can make in a week is what to buy from
the local “tuck shop” offered as an
outreach service from the shop.

And down in the south of the county, the
village of Caynham, Village of the Year in
2008, is an example to any community of
how much can be done with very little
resource.  Spread out over a wide rural
area, the village has no shop or pub but
they have a small school, a village hall and
a church and from these they run a
programme of events and activities which
reach out to  everyone, whatever their
interest. Keeping in touch is easy through
the village website and their new
Facebook page, and at the heart of their
success has been their Parish Plan,

developed with support from Shropshire
RCC staff.  Village Hall Secretary, Sue
Fleetwood commented that “working
together as a village is a great bonding
exercise.  It was surprising how many good
ideas came out of some concentrated
brainstorming”.

So while  you are basking in the warm
feeling of being involved in your
community this summer, and want to keep
it going,  give the team at Shropshire RCC
a call and find out how we can help.

Telephone 01743 360641 or
enquiries@shropshire-rcc.org.uk

Volunteers celebration event, South Shropshire

Volunteers Week in Shrewsbury Square

Time for tea at Calverhall Village Hall



VILLAGE HALL

Walls 35%

Roof
25%

Floor
15%

Windows 10%

Doors &
 draughts 1

5%

12

One of the biggest expenses for any village hall or community
building is the cost of heating their building.  

Did you know how
how  a typical building
loses heat?

There is little point in upgrading your heating system or installing
wind turbines of solar PV panels if the building itself cannot hold
the heat being produced.

So what can you do about this?

1. Check your levels of insulation. Insulation offers the best
investment return, and is usually the cheapest option.  Don’t
forget that insulating the floor may also be necessary.

2. Minimise draughts. Re-sealing windows or replacing windows
with double or triple glazed units, thicker curtains and draught

E N E RG Y  E F F I C I E N C Y excluders are all simple ways of reducing ways for heat to escape
from your building.  

3. Tell people what you are trying to do. Notices asking users
to keep doors closed and keep the warmth in, plus general notices
to let your community know how they can help you save money
are a great way of getting everyone to do their bit to help you.

Once these jobs have been done, it’s then time to think about
how you generate heat, and which options are best for you.
There is lots of information and advice available and below are
details of where to go:

• Energy Saving Trust: http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/

• National Energy Action: http://www.nea.org.uk/

• Centre for Sustainable Energy: http://www.cse.org.uk/

• Marches Energy Agency: http://www.mea.org.uk/

• HM Government:
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/MoneyTaxAndBenefits/BenefitsTax
CreditsAndOtherSupport/On_a_low_income/DG_10018946

Funding Sources. Grants are available to help improve the
energy efficiency of community buildings.  Some grant funds
specifically look at improving energy efficiency, but some also
want to know about how the work you are planning to do will
impact on the lives of your users.  This may need careful
consideration, but help and support is available.

The following grants are currently available for Village Halls and
Community Buildings in Shropshire:

Renewable Heat Incentive:
http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/meeting_energy/Rene
wable_ener/incentive/incentive.aspx

Western Power Distribution Community Chest:
http://www.cse.org.uk/projects/view/1166 This grant scheme is
available to community organisations located in the parts of
Shropshire where Western Power Distribution service the local
electricity system. You are able to check geographical eligibility
through the website.

Millichope Foundation – Fund for Community Buildings:
Awards grants up to £500 for small improvements to Community
Buildings including insulation improvements. Contact Jan Dodd,
Grants Officer on 01743 342171 or jan.dodd@shropshirercc.org.uk.

Shropshire Grassroots Fund: Awards grants between £250 and
£5,000 supporting activities that meet an identified need in the
local community. Fund website www.grassrootsshropshire.org.uk

Big Lottery, Awards for All – England. Grants between £300
and £10,000 are available for projects that improve communities
and the lives of people within them. It is for voluntary and
community groups, schools and health organisations, parish and
town councils. www.awardsforall.org.uk

The above represent some initial options for funding.  Other
funding sources are available and support is offered in accessing
alternative funding by contacting Lorna Crawford at Shropshire
RCC on 01743 360641.

Don’t Forget: A simple way to reduce costs is to shop around for
your energy suppliers.  Why not try Make It Cheaper, a specialist
organisation helping to find cheaper energy supplies for anyone
on a non-domestic contract.

For more information please contact Gill Porter on 01743 237878
or email gill.porter@shropshire-rcc.org.uk
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Community Building Information

e-bulletin
DID YOU MISS THIS INFORMATION?

‘ Update about PRS/PPL licenses
‘ Grant funding opportunities
‘ Advice and training events
‘ Charities Act updates
‘ Charity governance advice
‘ Financial software offers
‘ Energy saving offers
‘ Entertainment License updates

Don’t miss out in future!  

The e-bulletin is a membership benefit 
sent to two email addresses nominated by
Village Halls and Community Buildings
and keeps you up to date with a wide
variety of issues concerning the day to day
management of a charity.

Don’t forget to complete your membership
forms, and the additional form specifically
for Village Halls and Community Buildings.

For more information, please see the last
page of Buzz or contact Jayne Travers on
01743 360641 or
jayne.travers@shropshire-rcc.org.uk

Funding bids  
Five common mistakes you should avoid!
Against a backdrop of increasing competition for limited funds, how can your
group improve the likelihood of success? One answer is to avoid some of the
common mistakes made when applying for funding.

Shropshire RCC’s Grants Officer, Jan Dodd, and Funding Advisor, Lorna Crawford,
have teamed up to highlight the pitfalls.

1. Using jargon: “Terms and acronyms that are first hand to us are likely to be
completely alien to funders,” explains Lorna. Always try to use plain English and
ask someone less familiar with your organisation to read your application.

2. Making assumptions: “Local funds like the Shropshire Grassroots Fund
receives numerous applications which assume the panel has detailed knowledge
of an organisation, a geographical area or a local problem, but that usually isn’t
the case so include all vital pieces of information” explains Jan.

3. Failing to do your homework: “Failure to understand what is important to a
funder can result in groups wasting time putting together bids that fall at the
first hurdle,” highlights Lorna. 

4. Missing or inaccurate financial information: “If your budget doesn’t add up
funders may regard this as a lack of attention to detail and dismiss your
application,” explains Jan. 

5. Where’s the evidence?: “Funders will often target their scarce resources to
projects that help people in greatest need. If you cannot show your project is
needed or will solve a problem, a funder is unlikely to be convinced,” Jan
continues. 

If your group needs help call Lorna Crawford on 01743 360641 or email
lorna.crawford@shropshire-rcc.org.uk. 
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Visually impaired cyclists team

up with Cycle Shrewsbury

Visually impaired cyclists have b
een given a boost tha

nks

to a new partnership.

Jackie Elliot of Shrops
hire RCC has joined fo

rces with Emma

Bullard of the Cycle S
hrewsbury, Shropshire

 Council's

campaign to get more people cycling. 

Their new partnership
 will improve opportunities f

or the

visually impaired group, which m
eets at the Sundorne 

Sports

Village.

Members now have new hi
gh visibility jackets, n

ew cycle

lights, bicycle maintenance, a new bic
ycle and best of all

our first volunteer to 
support them on cycling days.  

NOTICE BOARD

A three-year project to supportexercise tutors was successfullycompleted this March.  It resulted in exercise classes andBoccia Clubs being set up allover Shropshire, encouragingfrail, isolated people to remainactive and socially involved. Itwas Funded by Sport England, itwas run by Nicky Kent and SusieHancock of the PreventativeServices Team.
Volunteer with us!Volunteering with Shropshire RCC is a greatway to make a difference to the lives of othersin Shropshire. Volunteering can help you to develop your skills, meet new people and workas part of an enthusiastic team. We currentlyhave vacancies available in the following roles:ADMINISTRATION • ORGANISING EVENTSCUSTOMER CARE • FUNDRAISINGMOPED MAINTENANCE • HELPING PEOPLEWITH A HEARING IMPAIRMENTSTEERING/ADVISORY PANELContact us on 01743 360641 orenquiries@shropshire-rcc.org.uk for more information on how to apply to volunteer.We also have a Volunteering Team that canhelp you to find volunteering opportunitieswith other local charities, community groupsand projects. Contact the Volunteering Teamon 01743 237877

Off Gas?
STOP! It should be… NOW is the time to buy your heating oil and take advantage of lower summer prices.
To find out more and join our fast growing county wide oil buying schemeplease call 01743342167 or email oil@shropshire-rcc.org.uk
Elizabeth Thain, Membership Development Officer (Fuel Buying Scheme)Shropshire RCC   01743 342167  elizabeth.thain@shropshire-rcc.org.uk

During warmer months, heating your homeis not at on the top of your to do list.

SAFETY FIRST

Shropshire RCC is taking road safety to a new level by

introducing additional training for all Wheels to Work moped

clients.

For many clients, especially young people, their moped loan

represents the first opportunity for them to get out on

Shropshire’s roads. 

All moped users are required by law to undertake a one day

Compulsory Basic Training course before using a moped on

the road. 

However, a new half day course aims to improve driver

confidence, hazard awareness and understanding of how a

regular maintenance routine can reduce the likelihood of

breakdown or accidents.

‘By collecting feedback from our moped clients we have

identified this training as a practical step to improve the

service even further,’ explains Jools Bott, Wheels to Work

Project Officer.
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Shropshire RCC is a leading local charity working
with individuals and groups to improve quality of
life and strengthen communities in the county.  

Examples of our work in the community are:

4 Supporting people who care for a family 
member or friend

4 Helping volunteers to run their local village
hall

4 Matching people interested in volunteering
with the charities and community groups 
that need their help

4 Loaning mopeds and bicycles to help 
unemployed people to solve the transport
problems which prevent them from having a
job 

4 Providing groups with funding and offering
advice on how to put together a funding 
application 

4 Helping residents to produce a community-led
Parish Plan

4 Helping people to set up a community-
owned business, such as a shop, pub, 
woodland or heritage attraction

We also work closely with other organisations
and policy makers to make sure the people of
Shropshire have a fair voice.

By becoming a member of Shropshire RCC you are
helping to secure the future of your community.

Annual Membership
Supporting the work of our charity
can cost less than £1 per month

Individual £10

Small voluntary organisation £10
(annual income less than £10,000)

Larger voluntary organisation £26
(annual income greater than £10,000)

Parish councils £26
(annual income less than £10,000)

Community building £35

Commercial organisation £50

Title

Name of organisation 
(if  appropriate)

Contact address

Postcode

Email address

Membership (please tick) Individual              Small VCO              Larger VCO             Parish Council

Community building              Commercial Organisation                 Statutory Organisation      

First name

Tel No.

Surname

Gift aid I am a UK tax payer and I would like Shropshire RCC to treat all
donations I have made for the four years prior to this year and all
donations I make in the future as Gift Aid donations until I notify you
otherwise.  I understand that I have must have paid an amount of income
tax and/or capital gains tax for each tax year (6 April one year to 5 April
the next year) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that Shropshire
RCC claims on my donations for that tax year.

Benefits of membership
Membership is open to anyone who shares our aims
and would like to further the work of our charity. 

Every member can access following benefits:

4 Generous discounts on our training courses, 
events, hire of our training suite and 
advertising rates in our publications

4 Exclusive members only events

4 Printed copies of BUZZ, packed full of news about
our activities

As a member you will be invited to attend and vote
at our Annual General Meeting.

For community buildings, membership brings special
additional benefits including free copies of ACRE
village hall information sheets, a 25% discount on
ACRE model documents and free entry to the
Hallmark Quality Standard.

Individual members can make their
membership subscription go even further
at no cost by simply signing below to
participate in the Gift Aid Scheme.

Signature of Gift Aid donor Date

Payment: Cheques should be made payable to Shropshire RCC*

If paying by BACS our account details are:

The Community Council of Shropshire
Account Number : 10023194  Sort Code: 60-50-94 

We do not usually provide receipts for membership 
payments but if you do require a receipt please tick box 

*Shropshire RCC is an operating name of the Community Council of Shropshire. 
A Company Limited by Guarantee 4652487 and a Registered Charity 1096779

Members information: By
signing this membership form
you agree to become an
individual or organisational
member of Shropshire RCC. You
also promise that in the event of
the company being wound up you
will pay the sum of £1 towards
its debts, should you be asked to.

Data Protection Statement

The information on this form will be held by us at Shropshire
RCC for sending out information to you. Occasionally other
organisations may wish to contact you. If you DO NOT 
want your details to be passed on please tick here 

Please return this form to Shropshire RCC, 4 the Creative Quarter, Shrewsbury Business Park, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY2 6LG.
Alternatively you can complete this form online at www.shropshire-rcc.org.uk

Join now to support our work and to benefit from membership!



Register now for

COFFEE FOR CARERS!
Invite your family, friends and colleagues 
for coffee and ask for donations to the
Shropshire RCC Carers Appeal

You can be a lifeline to a
a Shropshire Family Carer

+ click onto www.shropshire-rcc.org.uk
+ call 01743 237888 . . . or
+ email carersappeal@shropshire-rcc.org.uk

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR SUPPORT

To register:


